
 

OIL CITY AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT 

BOARD MINUTES 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2022 

 

   

 The regular monthly meeting of the Board of Directors of Oil City Area School District was held on Monday 

evening, November 21, 2022, in the Board Room of the Administrative Offices, 825 Grandview Road, Oil City, 

Pennsylvania.  The meeting was called to order by Mr. Joseph McFadden, Board President, at 7:00 p.m.  

 

 Mr. McFadden opened the meeting with a moment of silence in memory of Mr. Joseph Warner, Crossing Guard.   

The moment of silence was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.   

 

Roll Call: Present: Mr. Johnson, Mr. Kelley, Mr. Kerr, Mr. McFadden, Mrs. Neely, 

Mr. Piercy, Mrs. Pikna, Mr. Sterner, Mr. Weaver 

  

  Absent:  None 

 

  Administrators 

Present: Dr. Weller, Mrs. Fisher, Mrs. Curran, Mrs. Delmonaco, Mrs. Haupt, Mrs. Highfield,  

   Mr. Kasunic, Mr. Siembida, Mrs. Shuffstall, Mrs. Zuck 

 

 

AGENDA AMENDMENTS 
 

 Mr. McFadden announced the following changes to the agenda:  

 

Under Superintendent’s Report, Item A, Personnel Items, “Approval to Hire Paraprofessionals,” the following 

names were added. 

 Jaime Sherbine, full-time Special Education paraprofessional at South Side schools 

 Tiffany Young, full-time Special Education paraprofessional at South Side schools 

 

  Mr. Weaver, seconded by Mr. Kerr, moved to approve the additions to the agenda, as presented. 

 

The voice vote is recorded as follows: Ayes – Mr. Johnson, Mr. Kelley, Mr. Kerr, Mr. McFadden, Mrs. Neely, 

Mr. Piercy, Mrs. Pikna, Mr. Sterner, Mr. Weaver 

 

Nays –  None 

 

 

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS/INVITED GUESTS 
 

 Also in attendance were Mr. Greg Merkel, School Solicitor and Mrs. Robin Evans. 

 

 Brady Gibson, a member of the Junior Class, was recognized for being the only student in his cohort to score 

100% on the Assessment of Civic Knowledge.  Brady was unable to attend the meeting, so Mrs. Haupt will present him 

with a certificate at a later date. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

 None. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

 Mr. Weaver, seconded by Mr. Kerr, moved to approve the minutes of the October 24, 2022 Board Meeting and 

the November 14, 2022 Work Session. 



 

The voice vote is recorded as follows: Ayes – Mr. Johnson, Mr. Kelley, Mr. Kerr, Mr. McFadden, Mrs. Neely, 

Mr. Piercy, Mrs. Pikna, Mr. Sterner, Mr. Weaver 

 

Nays –  None 

 

 

APPROVAL OF FINANCIAL REPORTS 
 

 Mr. Weaver, seconded by Mr. Kerr, moved to approve the following financial reports:  Payment of Bills, 

Treasurer’s Report, and Activity Report.  (Copies of these reports will appear in the Minutes book.) 

 

The voice vote is recorded as follows: Ayes – Mr. Johnson, Mr. Kelley, Mr. Kerr, Mr. McFadden, Mrs. Neely, 

Mr. Piercy, Mrs. Pikna, Mr. Sterner, Mr. Weaver 

 

Nays –  None 

 

 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

 

The following items were presented for approval by Mr. McFadden, Board President: 

  

 Personnel Items:  

 

Approval to Accept Retirement Request 

 William O’Brien, Technology Coordinator, effective July 3, 2023 

 

Mr. Weaver, seconded by Mr. Kerr, moved to approve Mr. O’Brien’s retirement request, as presented. 

 

The voice vote is recorded as follows: Ayes – Mr. Johnson, Mr. Kelley, Mr. Kerr, Mr. McFadden, Mrs. Neely, 

Mr. Piercy, Mrs. Pikna, Mr. Sterner, Mr. Weaver 

 

Nays –  None 

 

Approval to Accept Resignation 

 Kristin Musher, Special Education teacher, Smedley Elementary School, effective November 23, 2022 

 

Mr. Weaver, seconded by Mr. Kerr, moved to approve Mrs. Musher’s resignation, as presented. 

 

The voice vote is recorded as follows: Ayes – Mr. Johnson, Mr. Kelley, Mr. Kerr, Mr. McFadden, Mrs. Neely, 

Mr. Piercy, Mrs. Pikna, Mr. Sterner, Mr. Weaver 

 

Nays –  None 

 

Approval to Hire Paraprofessionals 

 Heather Hutchinson, full-time paraprofessional at Hasson Heights Elementary 

 Jaime Sherbine, full-time Special Education paraprofessional at South Side schools 

 Tiffany Young, full-time Special Education paraprofessional at South Side Schools 

 

Mr. Weaver, seconded by Mr. Kerr, moved to approve the paraprofessionals, as presented. 

 

The voice vote is recorded as follows: Ayes – Mr. Johnson, Mr. Kelley, Mr. Kerr, Mr. McFadden, Mrs. Neely, 

Mr. Piercy, Mrs. Pikna, Mr. Sterner, Mr. Weaver 

 

     Nays –  None 

 



Approval to Post Open Positions 

 Director of Technology 

 Confidential Secretary – PIMS 

 Temporary Special Education Teacher, Smedley Elementary 

 Long-term Substitute Math Teacher, Oil City Middle School – Semester 2 of the 2022-2023 school year 

 

Mr. Weaver, seconded by Mr. Kerr, moved to approve the posting of open positions, as presented. 

 

The voice vote is recorded as follows: Ayes – Mr. Johnson, Mr. Kelley, Mr. Kerr, Mr. McFadden, Mrs. Neely, 

Mr. Piercy, Mrs. Pikna, Mr. Sterner, Mr. Weaver 

 

     Nays –  None 

 

Approval of Day-to-Day Substitute Teacher 

 Morgyn McBride 

 

Mr. Weaver, seconded by Mr. Kelley, moved to approve Morgyn McBride as a day-to-day substitute teacher, as 

presented. 

 

The voice vote is recorded as follows: Ayes – Mr. Johnson, Mr. Kelley, Mr. Kerr, Mr. McFadden, Mrs. Neely, 

Mr. Piercy, Mrs. Pikna, Mr. Sterner, Mr. Weaver 

 

     Nays –  None 

 

Approval of Day-to-Day Substitute Paraprofessional 

 Rebecca Moore 

 

Mr. Weaver, seconded by Mr. Kelley, moved to approve Rebecca Moore as a day-to-day substitute 

paraprofessional, as presented. 

 

The voice vote is recorded as follows: Ayes – Mr. Johnson, Mr. Kelley, Mr. Kerr, Mr. McFadden, Mrs. Neely, 

Mr. Piercy, Mrs. Pikna, Mr. Sterner, Mr. Weaver 

 

     Nays –  None 

 

Approval of Day-to-Day Substitute Crossing Guard 

 Adam Rupp 

 

Mr. Weaver, seconded by Mr. Kerr, moved to approve Adam Rupp as a day-to-day substitute crossing guard, as 

presented. 

 

The voice vote is recorded as follows: Ayes – Mr. Johnson, Mr. Kelley, Mr. Kerr, Mr. McFadden, Mrs. Neely, 

Mr. Piercy, Mrs. Pikna, Mr. Sterner, Mr. Weaver 

 

     Nays –  None 

 

 

Approval of Winter Coach 

 Cory Ruditis, Boys’ Basketball Volunteer 

 

Mr. Weaver, seconded by Mr. Kerr, moved to approve Cory Ruditis as a winter coach, as presented. 

 

The voice vote is recorded as follows: Ayes – Mr. Johnson, Mr. Kelley, Mr. Kerr, Mr. McFadden, Mrs. Neely, 

Mr. Piercy, Mrs. Pikna, Mr. Sterner, Mr. Weaver 

 

     Nays –  None 



 

Approval of Field Trip Requests 

 The Music Department requests approval for twelve students to travel to West Shamokin to participate in 

District Chorus on January 12-14, 2023 

 Oil City Track & Field requests approval to travel to Youngstown State University in Youngstown, Ohio, on 

January 14 and 21, as well as February 4 and 18, 2023, to compete in indoor meets 

 The Music Department requests approval for twelve students to travel to Erie to participate in the Mercyhurst 

University Tri-State Honors Band on January 26-28, 2023 

 The OCHS Senior Class requests approval to travel to New York City on June 1-3, 2023, for their annual 

Senior Class trip 

 

Mr. Kerr, seconded by Mr. Weaver, moved to approve the field trip requests, as presented. 

 

The voice vote is recorded as follows: Ayes – Mr. Johnson, Mr. Kelley, Mr. Kerr, Mr. McFadden, Mrs. Neely, 

Mr. Piercy, Mrs. Pikna, Mr. Sterner, Mr. Weaver 

 

     Nays –  None 

 

Approval of Fund-Raising Requests 

 OCMS Student Council requests approval to hold a penny drive, with proceeds donated to the Make-a-Wish 

Foundation in memory of Gabe Sobina 

 The Senior High Art Club requests approval to sell ornaments, ceramic plates, candle holders, and vases to 

raise money for a field trip, materials for future fund-raising projects, and to purchase National Art Honor 

Society honor cords 

 The Senior Class requests approval to sell t-shirts and hoodies to raise money for the Senior Class trip, class 

gift, banquet, and costs associated with graduation 

 The Senior Class requests approval to sell candles as an optional fundraiser to help defray the cost of the 

Senior Class trip 

 The Senior Class requests approval to hold an online Rada Cutlery sale as an optional fundraiser to help 

defray the cost of the Senior Class trip 

 The Senior Class requests approval to hold a winter car maintenance service project for a monthly donation of 

$10 from staff to have snow removed from their car windows (December – March) with proceeds going 

toward the costs of senior class gift, banquet, and graduation ceremony 

 

Mr. Kerr, seconded by Mr. Weaver, moved to approve the fund-raising requests, as presented. 

 

The voice vote is recorded as follows: Ayes – Mr. Johnson, Mr. Kelley, Mr. Kerr, Mr. McFadden, Mrs. Neely, 

Mr. Piercy, Mrs. Pikna, Mr. Sterner, Mr. Weaver 

 

     Nays –  None 

 

 

Mr. McFadden also requested approval of the following items: 

 

Approval of Bus Mileage, Both With and Without Students 

  

 Mr. Weaver, seconded by Mr. Kelley, moved to approve the bus mileage, both with and without students. 

 

The voice vote is recorded as follows: Ayes – Mr. Johnson, Mr. Kelley, Mr. Kerr, Mr. McFadden, Mrs. Neely, 

Mr. Piercy, Mrs. Pikna, Mr. Sterner, Mr. Weaver 

 

     Nays –  None 

 

Approval of New and Revised Policies 

   Policy 100, Comprehensive Planning 

   Policy 101, Mission Statement/Vision Statement/Shared Values 



   Policy 102, Academic Standards 

   Policy 103, Discrimination/Title IX Sexual Harassment Affecting Students 

   Policy 103.1, Nondiscrimination – Qualified Students with Disabilities 

   Policy 104, Discrimination/Title IX Sexual Harassment Affecting Staff 

   Policy 105, Curriculum 

   Policy 105.1, Review of Instructional Materials by Parents/Guardians and Students 

   Policy 105.2, Exemption from Instruction 

   Policy 106, Guides for Planned Instruction 

   Policy 107, Adoption of Planned Instruction 

   Policy 108, Adoption of Textbooks 

   Policy 109, Resource Materials 

   Policy 110, Instructional Supplies 

   Policy 111, Lesson Plans 

   Policy 112, Guidance Counseling 

   Policy 113, Special Education 

   Policy 113.1, Discipline of Students with Disabilities 

   Policy 113.2, Behavior Support 

   Policy 113.3, Screening and Evaluations for Students with Disabilities 

   Policy 113.4, Confidentiality of Special Education Student Information 

   Policy 114, Gifted Education 

   Policy 115, Career and Technical Education 

   Policy 116, Tutoring 

   Policy 117, Homebound Instruction 

   Policy 118, Independent Study 

   Policy 119, Current Events 

   Policy 121, Field Trips 

   Policy 123.1, Concussion Management 

   Policy 123.2, Sudden Cardiac Arrest 

   Policy 126, Class Size 

   Policy 127, Assessment System 

   Policy 130, Homework 

   Policy 137, Home Education Students 

   Policy 137.1, Extracurricular Participation by Home Education Students 

   Policy 138, Language Instruction Educational Program for English Learners 

   Policy 140, Charter Schools 

   Policy 140.1, Extracurricular Participation by Charter/Cyber Charter Students 

   Policy 142, Migrant Students 

   Policy 143, Standards for Persistently Dangerous Schools 

   Policy 144, Standards of Victims of Violent Crimes 

   Policy 146, Student Services 

   Policy 150, Title I – Comparability of Services 

   Policy 805.3, Use of Force 

 

Mr. Weaver, seconded by Mr. Kerr, moved to approve the new and revised policies, as presented. 

 

The voice vote is recorded as follows: Ayes – Mr. Johnson, Mr. Kelley, Mr. Kerr, Mr. McFadden, Mrs. Neely, 

Mr. Piercy, Mrs. Pikna, Mr. Sterner, Mr. Weaver 

 

     Nays –  None 

 

Approval to Retire Policies 

   Policy 105.1, Title I Parental Involvement (relocated to 900 Section) 

   Policy 109.1, Collection Development 

   Policy 120, Human Development 



   Policy 122.1, Cheerleading 

   Policy 125, Adult Education 

 

Mr. Weaver, seconded by Mr. Kelley, moved to approve the retirement of policies, as presented. 

 

The voice vote is recorded as follows: Ayes – Mr. Johnson, Mr. Kelley, Mr. Kerr, Mr. McFadden, Mrs. Neely, 

Mr. Piercy, Mrs. Pikna, Mr. Sterner, Mr. Weaver 

 

     Nays –  None 

 

Approval of the Resolution to Participate in the ARIN IU 28 Cooperative Purchasing Program for the 2023-2024 

School Year 

  

Mr. Weaver, seconded by Mr. Kerr, moved to approve the resolution to participate in the ARIN IU28 Cooperative 

Purchasing Program for the 2023-2024 school year. 

 

The voice vote is recorded as follows: Ayes – Mr. Johnson, Mr. Kelley, Mr. Kerr, Mr. McFadden, Mrs. Neely, 

Mr. Piercy, Mrs. Pikna, Mr. Sterner, Mr. Weaver 

 

     Nays –  None 

 

Approval of Resolutions as Follows: 

 BE IT RESOLVED, the Board of Directors for the Oil City Area School District approves the contract 

amount adjustment to furnish and install all labor and material to remove and replace existing domestic water 

line that was running through the existing classroom unit heaters, relocate existing gas line in the boiler room 

to comply with boiler clearance code requirements and replace 18 classroom sinks for an Add of $13,957.25.  

Change Order PC-2 for this amount will be issued to Independence Excavating, Inc. pending PDE approval. 

 BE IT RESOLVED, the Board of Directors for the Oil City Area School District approves and authorizes the 

submission of PlanCon Part I, “Interim Reporting” for Change Order PC-2 for the Hasson Heights 

Elementary School (PDE #3872) to the Pennsylvania Department of Education for review and approval. 

 

Mr. Weaver, seconded by Mr. Kerr, moved to approve the change order resolutions, as presented. 

 

The voice vote is recorded as follows: Ayes – Mr. Johnson, Mr. Kelley, Mr. Kerr, Mr. McFadden, Mrs. Neely, 

Mr. Piercy, Mrs. Pikna, Mr. Sterner, Mr. Weaver 

 

 Nays –  None 

 

Approval for Cranberry Chaos Girls Softball to Use the Softball Field on Sundays (11 a.m. to 7 p.m.) May through 

October 2023 

  

 Mr. Weaver, seconded by Mr. Kelley, moved to approve the request from Cranberry Chaos to use the softball 

field, as presented. 

 

The voice vote is recorded as follows: Ayes – Mr. Johnson, Mr. Kelley, Mr. Kerr, Mr. McFadden, Mrs. Neely, 

Mr. Piercy, Mrs. Pikna, Mr. Sterner, Mr. Weaver 

 

 Nays –  None 

 

 

Approval for Competitive Cheer to Hold a Cheer Showcase on Sunday, January 22, 2023, from 12;00 – 5:00 p.m.in 

the Senior High School Gymnasium 

  

 Mr. Weaver, seconded by Mr. Kerr, moved to approve the request from Competitive Cheer to hold a Cheer 

Showcase, as presented. 

 



The voice vote is recorded as follows: Ayes – Mr. Johnson, Mr. Kelley, Mr. Kerr, Mr. McFadden, Mrs. Neely, 

Mr. Piercy, Mrs. Pikna, Mr. Sterner, Mr. Weaver 

 

 Nays –  None 

 

Approval of Confidential Secretaries’ Benefit Package 

  

 Mr. Weaver, seconded by Mr. Kerr, moved to approve the Confidential Secretaries’ Benefit Package, as 

presented. 

 

The voice vote is recorded as follows: Ayes – Mr. Johnson, Mr. Kelley, Mr. Kerr, Mr. McFadden, Mrs. Neely, 

Mr. Piercy, Mrs. Pikna, Mr. Sterner, Mr. Weaver 

 

 Nays –  None 

 

Approval to Increase Superintendent Weller’s Compensation for the 2022-2023 School Year by the Total Amount of 

$3,943.00, to be Paid in Thirteen Equal Bi-Monthly Installments Commencing on January 6, 2023 and Ending on 

June 30, 2023 

  

 Mr. Weaver, seconded by Mr. Kerr, moved to approve an increase of $3,943.00 in Dr. Weller’s 2022-2023 

compensation, as presented. 

 

The voice vote is recorded as follows: Ayes – Mr. Johnson, Mr. Kelley, Mr. Kerr, Mr. McFadden, Mrs. Neely, 

Mr. Piercy, Mrs. Pikna, Mr. Sterner 

 

 Nays –  Mr. Weaver 

 

 

INFORMATIONAL 
 

Student Recognition – Dr. Weller recognized the following students for outstanding achievements: 

 The Oil City Middle School Propaganda Team of Violet McMillen, Kaylyn DeWoody, Hope Harriett, 

Mary Polonsky and Samantha Bartlett placed fourth.  In addition, Kaylyn DeWoody had an undefeated 

individual win. 

 Jack Mumford represented Oil City Area School District in the State Cross Country meet.  Jack is the first 

member of the OCHS Boys’ Cross Country team to compete at the state level since 2013. 

 The following students have been chosen to participate in the 2023 PMEA District Chorus:  

Savannah Sharrar, Randi Thompson, Hannah Krug, Mackenzie Canann, Makayla Canaan, Simon Burkett, 

De’Vaughn Griffin, Matthew Myers, Wesley Sanchez, Elijah Collins, Spencer Greene and Clae Thompson. 

 The following students were recently inducted into the OCHS National Honor Society:  Dylan Bly, 

Avry Bontz, MaKayla Canaan, Lauren Caralla, Kiera Carll, Maddison Davis, Frank Kee, Colin Liederbach, 

Kennedy Liederbach, Connor Malek, Charlie Motter, Ethan Plowman, Gabriel Rankin, Ryan Shevock, 

Gracie Singleton, Chayse Skinner, Connor Snyder, Jacob Teeter and Jacob Wenner. 

 The following Oil City students attending the Venango Technology Center were inducted into the National 

Technical Honor Society:  Caden Boyd, Lauren Caralla, Hayden Gahr, Justin Grove, Dillion Hack, 

Lillian Hargenrader, Dillon Morrison, Paige Roess, Kaden Smathers, Connor Snyder, Madison Stephens and 

Austin Tenney 

 Nova Andres and Emma Stahl participated in the Slippery Rock University Regional High School Art 

Exhibition. 

Board Member Recognition – Dr. Weller presented Mr. Weaver with a certificate from PSBA in recognition of 

12 years of service. 

 

 

FEDERAL PROGRAMS 

 

  None. 



 

OLD BUSINESS OF THE BOARD 

 

  None. 

 

ADMINISTRATORS’ REPORTS 

 

  Mrs. Delmonaco, Director of Special Education, reported that her department is working on completing the 

December 1 Child Count.  Mrs. Rankin, with assistance from Mr. Aylesworth, has been busy completing evaluations.  

The gifted screener will continue to be administered to students in Grade 2, and our gifted program staff will be presenting 

information to the Board in the near future. 

 

  Mrs. Haupt, Assistant Principal at the Senior High School, reported that PennDOT recently visited the school to 

demonstrate its new drones.  They shared some beautiful aerial views of autumn at the complex.  The Math Club attended 

a competition at PennWest – Clarion, and Breanna Terwilliger, a senior at Oil City High School, was selected as the new 

president of the National Technical Honor Society.  The November 14 parent-teacher conference day was a success, with 

a total of 128 conferences conducted either in-person or by telephone.  Fall sports have wrapped up, and we welcome 

Angella Scalise as the Winter Game Manager.  Lockdown drills were conducted on November 18 in cooperation with the 

Oil City Police Department, and training for the TAP app was held for staff. 

 

  Mrs. Curran, Principal at the South Side schools, reported that books have been a big focus in the month of 

November.  Both Smedley and Seventh Street Schools held Scholastic Book Fairs.  Each student was able to purchase a 

book due in part to staff donations.  On November 14, the Oil City Library made their first delivery of library books for 

the students to take home and return.  Each month the library will collect the previous month’s books and deliver a new 

selection for the students.  Students presented a Veterans’ Day program on November 11, which was moved to Trinity 

United Methodist Church due to inclement weather.  Students also made cards for the veterans.  She reported that parent-

teacher conferences went smoothly, with both in-person and telephone meetings. 

 

  Mr. Siembida, Principal at Hasson Heights Elementary, noted that a Family Night and Book Fair was held in 

November.  Activities included catapult-building, a Blooket competition, and a goose chase scavenger hunt.  The GEMS 

Club sponsored a trip to the Robotics Expo in Pittsburgh.  The end of the first nine weeks of school were celebrated in 

various ways, including a Kindergarten Glow Party and swimming at the Oil City High School for Grades 3 and 4.  The 

Second Annual Thanksgiving Day Parade will be held on November 23 with balloons created by third and fourth grade 

students. 

 

  Mrs., Highfield, Assistant Principal at Hasson Heights Elementary, shared that Hasson celebrated Grief 

Awareness Day, and celebrated students being respectful, which was the character word for October.  The Rotary Club 

presented dictionaries to all students in Grade 4, and teachers are sharing names with Sarah Margherio for the “Every 

Child Deserves a Good Night” program.  The school library will be re-opening after the Thanksgiving break. 

 

  Mrs. Zuck, Co-Principal at Oil City Middle School, reported that 330 students attended the fall dance, with 

proceeds of over $2,000 collected for the Washington, D.C. trip.  The HEIGHTS program monthly dinner was held, and 

Life Skills students decorated a tree at the Venango Museum and had lunch at Pizza Hut.  She also shared that a new 

program, the “Honor Squad” recognizes the top ten students in each grade academically at the end of each nine weeks. 

 

  Mr. Kasunic, Co-Principal at Oil City Middle School, reported that they were approached by an anonymous donor 

who will fully fund the Washington, D.C. trips this year and into the future.  He also noted that a guard rail was installed 

on the sharp bend near the office. 

 

  Mrs. Shuffstall, Supervisor of Pupil Interventions, shared that at the high school students are practicing 

“gratitude.” They will be celebrating by making placemats and cooking a Thanksgiving feast.  She also noted that students 

work together to choose monthly incentives, and the incentive for this month is Wendy’s. 

 

VENANGO TECHNOLOGY CENTER REPORT 

 

None. 



 

RIVERVIEW INTERMEDIATE UNIT 6 REPORT 

 

  None. 

 

PSBA LIAISON REPORT 

 

  None. 

 

SECRETARY’S REPORT  

 

  None. 

 

NEW BUSINESS OF THE BOARD 

 

  Mr. Weaver commended the Oiler Marching Band for their participation in the annual Veterans’ Day program at 

the VFW on November 11, 2022. 

 

  

ADJOURNMENT 

 

  The motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Weaver and seconded by Mr. Kelley.  The motion carried.  The meeting 

adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 

  

      

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

      Shirley D. McLaughlin 

      Board Secretary 


