
OIL CITY AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT 

SPECIAL BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 10, 2021 

 

  

 A special meeting of the Board of Directors of Oil City Area School District was held on Sunday afternoon, 

January 10, 2021, in the auditorium of the Oil City Senior High School, 10 Lynch Boulevard, Oil City, Pennsylvania.  The 

meeting was called to order by Mr. Joseph McFadden, Board President, at 2:01 p.m.  

 

 Mr. McFadden opened the meeting with roll call.   

 

Roll Call: Present: Mrs. Davis, Mr. Disque, Mr. Johnson, Mr. Kelley, Mr. Kerr, Mr. McFadden,  

    Mrs. Neely, Mr. Piercy, Mr. Weaver 

 

  Absent:  None 

 

  Administrators 

Present: Dr. Weller, Mrs. Fisher, Mrs. Delmonaco, Mr. Stahl, Ms. Shuffstall, Mrs. Zuck, 

  Mr. Kasunic, Mrs. Curran, Mr. Siembida 

 

 Mr. McFadden made the following statement providing the rationale for calling this special meeting: 

 

“Six days ago we met here, at a special meeting, to discuss the learning models in 

use (remote) and the sports/extracurricular activities pause.  Both subjects were, 

and still are, very highly charged subjects and important to all! 

 

The Public Comment speakers were very passionate and sincere in their 

presentation remarks.  They consisted of teachers, parents, medical people and 

others.  All spoke of our kids’ physical, emotional, and educational needs and 

why or how the school environment and activity is so vital to them at this time. 

 

The Board then proceeded to discussion on 1) learning models relative to 

Covid-19, and 2) resumption of athletics and extracurricular activities. 

 

These past several days have brought forward extreme concern which was voiced 

and directed to this Board and the administration from parents, teachers, staff, 

students, public, and the community of the Board’s sudden and complete reversal 

or disregard for our students’ and school community’s safety and health, 

especially at this time, with our county and state in the midst of the most severe 

spike and rising Covid case and deaths since this pandemic began. 

 

The concern was absolutely justified and correct! 

 

I called for this meeting because I felt that we, as a Board of Directors, needed to 

step back/re-evaluate from what I feel was a very emotional, confusing and 

frustrating moment for the Board members at the time and re-evaluate the entire 

direction we had just implemented. 

 

I base this on the previous meeting’s topics of the learning model and sports and 

that all appearing to be tied together or intertwined in our decision making, and 

that we, as a Board, did not give the instructional model discussion the true open 

debate, discussion, and questioning it need to have, and to also allow for each 

Board member, after several days of reflection, input from parents, teachers, 

students, staff and the public to discuss this one issue, the instructional model, 

and to again also apply the same logic and rationale that we have so steadfastly 

followed for months--what is the most responsible, rational, and safest path 



forward to get our kids back in school safely for all and still work within the 

recommendations, recommended guidelines, and mandates that this Board has 

followed from the beginning of this pandemic. 

 

There will be some that say I have replaced one emotional meeting with another.  

I will disagree, saying that this give this Board input to evaluate, debate, and 

discuss our sole responsibility, which is education and the safety and health of 

our school community going forward and during these troubling times. 

 

I for one, as a Board member, recognize my personal thinking and emotions and 

will listen!” 

 

 

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS/INVITED GUESTS 
 

 Also in attendance were Greg Merkel, School Solicitor, Sarah Titley, reporter for The Derrick, Tim LaVan, 

Athletic Director, Robin Echenoz, Assistant Athletic Director, and approximately 30 members of the public. 

 

 

 Mrs. Neely, seconded by Mr. Disque, moved to waive the Board policy requirements pertaining to the deadline to 

request to address the Board, to the number of speakers permitted to speak, to permit additional speakers if the topics are 

not repetitive, and to allow staff members to speak, whether or not they reside within the district. 

 

The voice vote is recorded as follows: Ayes – Mrs. Davis, Mr. Disque, Mr. Johnson, Mr. Kelley, Mr. Kerr,  

Mr. McFadden, Mrs. Neely, Mr. Piercy, Mr. Weaver 

 

Nays –  None 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

 The following members of the public addressed the Board regarding instructional models relative to COVID-19:  

Elissa Myers, Michael Poff, John Black, Julia Nesbella, Harry Whittemore, Christy Basham, Tara Heath, 

Hilary Wisniewski, Hannah Fox, Michelle Shiley, Noel Bartlett, Tina Phillips, Matt Stevens, Lacey Mikulich, Sara Haupt, 

Steve Pikna, Tim LaVan.  The vast majority of speakers advocated for a return to school using the hybrid instructional 

model, which allows for social distancing.   

 

 

DISCUSSION REGARDING INSTRUCTIONAL MODELS RELATIVE TO COVID-19  
 

 Much discussion followed the public comment, which included input from administrators.  

 

 Mr. Piercy, seconded by Mrs. Davis, moved to move to remote learning on January 11-15, 2021, and to reopen 

schools for hybrid instruction while also providing a virtual option, beginning the week of January 18, 2021, (first student 

day January 19, 2021) and to revise the Health and Safety Plan accordingly.   

 

(January 18, 2021, is a previously-scheduled professional development day for staff.) 

 

The roll call vote is recorded as follows: Ayes – Mrs. Davis, Mr. Disque, Mr. Kelley, Mr. Kerr, Mr. McFadden, 

 Mrs. Neely, Mr. Piercy, Mr. Weaver 

 

Nays –  Mr. Johnson 

 

 

 

 



ADJOURNMENT 

 

  The motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Disque and seconded by Mr. Kelley.  The motion carried.  The meeting 

adjourned at 5:15 p.m.  

 

    

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

      Shirley D. McLaughlin 

      Board Secretary 


